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Department:
Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

CHIEF DIRECTORATE: COMMUNICATIONS Private Bag X833, Pretoria, 0001; 600 Lilian Ngoyi Street, Berea
Park, Pretoria, 0001 Tel: 012 - 312 8264; Website: www.dalrrd.gov.za

MEDIA STATEMENT 10 APRIL 2024

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE INTRODUCES NEW DIRECTIVES FOR THE
IMPORTATION AND EXPORTATION OF LIVE ANIMALS

The Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development (DALRRD) would like to
alert importers and exporters of live animals about the newly introduced directive in respect to
authorisation required for the purposes of importation and/or exportation of live animals.

The newly introduced directive is in line with the requirement for import authorisation for live
animals in terms of the Animal Improvement Act, 1998 (Act No. 62 of 1998) (AlIA) and it is
aimed at intensifying compliance with Section 16 of the AlA. Authorisation for the importation
and exportation of live animals and related genetic materials must be applied for in terms of
the AIA.

This includes all existing veterinary import permits, which were issued prior 1 April 2024. In
the case of new applications, the Animal Improvement Permit/authorisation must be applied
for first, and the AIA Permit/authorisation must be attached to the application for the Veterinary

Import Permit submitted to the department.

In the case of veterinary import permits issued prior 1 April 2024 under the Animal Diseases
Act, 1984 (Act No. 35 of 1984), importers/exporters must please ensure that they include
copies of the valid AlA permits.
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Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development: Departement van Landbou, Grondhervorming en Landelike Ontwikkeling:Muhasho wa zwa Vhulimi,
Mbuedzedzo ya Mavu na Mveledziso ya Mahayani, ' uMnyango Wezolimo, Izinguquko Kwezomhlaba Nokuthuthukiswa Kwezindawo Zasemakhaya ' Ndzawulo ya
Vurimi, Antswiso wa Misava na Nhluvukiso wa Matikoxikaya Litiko Letekulima, Tingucuko Kutemhlaba Nekutfutfukiswa Kwetindzawo Tasemaphandleni 'UmNyango
wezokulLima, ukuBuyiselwa kweNarha nokuThuthukiswa kweeNdawo zemaKhaya'Kgoro ya Temo, Peakanyoleswa ya Nagale Tlhabollo ya Dinaga- magae' Lefapha
laTemothuo, Kabobotjhaya Nahale TIhabolloya Dibaka tsa Mahae'Lefaphala Temothuo, Pusetsodinaga le Tlhabololo yaMetsemagae ' ISebe lezoLimo, uBuyekezo
IwemiHlaba noPhuhlisolamaPhandle
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Game and/or wild animals, as well as animals such as cats, birds and fish do not require an
AIA Permit/authorisation for importation
-END-

Issued by the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development:

. Media Liaison Officer and Spokesperson: Mr Reggie Ngcobo, 066 298 0980 or
MLO.Minister@dalrrd.gov.za

. Eviction Toll-free Number: 0800 007 095
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